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PREFACE. 



The author remembers a conversation he onoe had with 
a Calvinistio Baptist, of somewhat bigoted views, who did not 
scruple to deride the custom of the Church in respect to 
Confirmation, and who pointed in scorn to some who had 
broken their vows, and brought discredit upon their Christian 
profession ; and so he had made up his mind that Confirma- 
tion was nothing but " a mere form " or ceremony, and that 
it did no good to anyone. He was then asked, " What if 
only one soul may be found who was brought to God through 
the medium of Confirmation, and endued with the Holy 
Spirit, would that be a sufficient evidence of its value?" 
He was candid enough to say that he thought it would ; 
and an instance of a person then living in the neighbourhood 
was mentioned to him, on whom the holy rite had left an 
abiding impression. This gave quite a new turn to his 
thoughts, and seemed in some degree to mitigate the rigid 
prejudices of his creed. 

This book has been written with the two-fold object of 
encouraging all sincere and devout candidates to expect a 
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VI. 

blessing from God, and of offering some interesting examples 
of the grace of God to those whose minds may have been in 
any way prejudiced or rendered indifferent upon a subject of 
importance ; and it may also prove to those already confirmed 
an affectionate memento and appeal to continue in the grace 
of God " firm unto the end." 

The author is gratefully indebted to the Eev, Dr, Gfatty, of 
Sheffield; and to Dr. Ohampneys, Dean of Lichfield, for 
their kind permission to insert some valuable extracts^ 



INTRODUCTION. 



The resolution to be a faithful soldier and servant of Jesus 
Christ, when it comes from the heart, is a genuine token of 
the graoe of God. It is said of JEsohines, a disoiple of 
Socrates, the Ghrecian philosopher, that when his fellow- 
disciples, upon a certain occasion, brought handsome gifts to 
their master, he having nothing else to ^ve, went and presented 
himself to Socrates. "A more acceptable gift," said the 
philosopher, "you could not have given me than yourself, 
and I will take care not only to keep it safe, but I will return 
you back again to yourself better than I received you." 

Now, Confirmation rests upon even a higher principle than 
this. It is a transaction not merely for time but for eternity. 
It is on the one hand a grateful acknowledgment of the 
Heavenly Master's calling in our Baptism, and on the other 
hand a loyal and devoted act of self dedication to His 
service, — ^a yielding of the body and soul to Jesus Christ for 
all circumstances, whether of prosperity or adversity, — a 
life-long membership with the Reformed Church of England, 
to be sustained and increased by the grace of God in the use 
of holy ordinances, and by the due exercise of every talent 
committed to us in promotion of our great Redeemer's king- 
dom in the world. 

Instances will readily occur to illustrate the invigorating 
character of a vow simply as an act of devotion to God. 

The Hon. Robert Boyle had been sent as a young man to 
travel abroad. One night as he was staying at Geneva, the city 
was visited by a most awful tempest, accompanied with terrific 



thunder and lightning. The wind howled frightfully, the 
tain fell in torrents, the electric flashes were frequent and 
dazzling, the thunder was such as he had never before 
heard. He started out of sleep, and thought that the end of 
the world had arrived, and that the day of judgment was at 
hand. His conscience told him that he was unprepared for 
that solemn tribunal, and, feeling the wretchedness of being 
in such a condition, he resolved that, if a further respite were 
given to the world and himself, he would devote more atten- 
tion to religion. The morning came, and he ratified his 
determination so solemnly, that from that day he dated his 
conversion to God, renewing, now that he was past danger, 
the vow he had made whilst he believed he was in it. For 
some months bitter and distracting doubts oppressed his 
mind, until it pleased God to give him an assurance of His 
pardoning love when receiving at church the holy Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper. ^ 

A similar tale is told in the life of Sir Matthew Hale. 
When he was at Oxford, he had for a time been giving 
himself to frivolous pursuits. One day he was invited, with 
some other students of the University, to an entertainment in 
the neighbourhood. In the course of their festivities one of 
the company called for so much wine that, notwithstanding 
all that Mr. Hale could do to prevent it, he went on in his 
excess imtil he fell down as dead before them, so that all that 
were present were greatly alarmed, and did what they could to 
bring him to himself again. This so affected Mr. Hale in 
particular that he immediately went into another room, and 
shutting the door, fell upon his knees and prayed earnestly 
to God, both for his friend, that he might be restored to life 
again, and that he himself might be forgiven for affording so 
much countenance to so much excess ; and he made a vow to 
God that he would never again keep company in that manner. 



IX. 

nor drink a health while he lived. His Mend reoovered, and 
he most religiously observed his vow till his dying day. ^ 

That snch resolutions are in multitudes of cases made 
and blessed by God in Confirmation, who shall gainsay the 
statement ? 

The Eev. J. Hutchinson, in " Parish Recollections," quotes 
the following words from a Simday scholar, who died at the 
age of twenty-three, in the hope of the better life. " It is you 
that brought me to Confirmation : that happy day which I 
have cause to remember with joy unspeakable, because on 
that day I chose my heavenly Father to be my Master, 
Where should I now have been had I not had Him for my 
guardian Friend, though I have kind and affectionate parents, 
minister, and teachers? " In the churchyard where she was 
buried, the following epitaph of another candidate will speak 
for itself. 

"In this grave lib the Children of 

« « « « « 

MARY, 

Died November 25th, 1842, 

Aged 20." 

"but twice absent in fourteen years from the 

church she loved." 

"She never could forget her vow, 
Her Confirmation hour, 
When, in ' the laying on of hnnds/ 
She sought the Spirit's power. 

"Two years she treasured for the tomb 
The white ooif worn that day; 
Her single aim a circlet pure, 
That £Btdeth not away. 

"A Crown, the purchase of His Blood, 
Who, rising from the grave, . 
Speaks to the world in righteousness. 
The world He came to save." 

I " Godly Laymen," by the Author, Parish Magazine, VoL viii. 1867. 



X. 

The records of missionary enterprize are especially interest- 
ing as depicting often the difficulties to be overcome in carrying 
out these purposes. Let one more example suffice. " After 
evening prayer," says Bp. Ghray, in his Visitation Journal, 
" I confirmed eighteen candidates, who were all very serious 
in their deportment. The Archdeacon said they were the 
most satisfactory set of candidates he had ever presented. 
One poor black boy had walked near forty miles to be con- 
firmed. When residing about fifteen miles from this town, 
he had walked in every Sunday morning to attend the Arch- 
deacon's Sunday school, and had, after long preparation, been 
baptized by him." ^ 

These examples of the work of Divine grace will, it is 
hoped, prepare the reader for the more explicit histories 
which follow. 

^ See also ** Englisli Churclunan's Signal/' a valuable book on Confirmation. 



SPENCER THORNTON, 



THE EUGBY BOY. 



" I know of no sight more beautiful, nor one which ought to he more kindling 
to U8 who are older, than to see a young boy striving fearlessly in his Master's 
service, and shaming, by his courageous zeal, our, perhaps, more measured 
and colder efiforts/' — Dr. Abkold'b Sermons, 



The noble results attained by Dr, Arnold, in impart- 
ing a religious tone to the character in the education 
of the young, are well known. The duties of school 
life at Rugby were commended by liim as duties to 
be rendered unto God. The great aim of his life 
seemed to be the encouragement of Christian holiness 
among the boys. Whilst his gifted mind could fuUy 
estimate the advantages of secular learning, every 
ordinance of our Church was with him instinct with 
reality. The preparation of his pupils for Confirma- 
tion was a great opportimity ; and so it is that the 
name of Arnold brings often back to the memory 
some inspiriting example of moral excellence, or of 
benevolent enterprize. 

A happy instance is aflforded in the following brief 
sketch of a Rugby Boy, whose history is a life-long 



c;astimony to the enduring spiritual blessings he 
derived from his Confirmation. 

Spencer Thornton was bom in 1813, and was the 
iecond son of a country gentleman, in Hertfordshire. 
In the year 1828 he proceeded to Rugby, at the time 
when Dr. Arnold was the head master of the school. 
He was one of those who, from a child, had happily ' 
been brought up by religious parents to lead a godly 
and Christian life ; and he had been in the habity 
when only twelve years of age, of getting up early 
on a Sunday morning '' to visit the cottages of the 
neighbouring poor, and to go from house to house 
exhorting young and old to put on their Sunday 
clothes, and prepare for church." ^ 

The seed of God's grace had evidently been well 
cultivated, presenting an instance among many of 
those brighter associations of home life, in which 
devout family prayers, the reading of the Holy 
Scriptures, the attendance at the village church, 
among friends and poorer neighbours, ever linger 
in the memory, even when the din of the world in 
later years is loud and strong. 

Such was his early training when he went to 
Rugby. Unformed, as yet, in character, and con- 
scious of unresisted sins, there was in him an 
absence of the restraining power of the Spirit of God ; 
and so we are told that these first seeds of Divine 

* See Memoir, by Eev. W. E. Fremanile. 



grace did not develop and assume that vigorous form 
which distinguished his future life, until his Con- 
firmation in 1829. 

His Confirmation is stated, now, to have been — 
" The sealing time of his faith and devotion to 
God. From this day he regaeded himself as one 
publicly and solemnly given to the service of 
God. He was no longer his own, and, in the 
ardour of a first love that never cooled, he laid 
upon the altar all that he had and all that he 
was— a willing, lively, and reasonable oicrifice 
TO God." 

It is very natural for the young, when at school, 
to communicate their warm, enthusiastic feelings to 
those whom they most love, and in writing to his 
mother, he says, ^^ I am preparing, as diligently as I 
caD, for the solemn business of Confirmation. I get 
up about six, on Sunday at the same time, as I do 
not like to waste my time in bed. I have received 
some dialogues about Confirmation, and have bought 
a copy of Bickersteth's for sixpence. I have been to 
Mr. Moor, twice, and am going to-night, again. The 
Confirmation is on Saturday next. May our united 
prayers prove advantageous. May the Lord send 
down on me the Holy Spirit." 

At length the day of Confirmation came, with its 
rich store of heavenly blessings — indwelling grace, 
and corresponding zeal for God. " It was given 
out," he says, "by Dr. Arnold, that the service 



would be at ten o'clock. We were in chapel by- 
ten o'clock, not only those about to be confirmed, 
but all the school. We waited till twenty minutes 
after ten, when Dr. Arnold sent the clerk to say that 
we might go out. The Bishop (Dr. Ryder) came at 
twenty minutes before eleven. Mr. Anstey read the 
preface to the Confirmation Service. Then those 
who were about to be confirmed were ordered by 
the Bishop to come and stand before the communion 
table. He then read the question — 

" *Do ye here, in the presence of God and of this congrega- 
tion, renew the solemn promise and vow that was made in your 
name at your Baptism; ratifying and confirming the same in 
your own persons, and acknowledging yourselves bound to 
believe and do all those things which your Godfathers and God- 
mothers then imdertook for you ? ' 

"We answered, ^I DO.' I hope and trust I 
answered with a full determination to turn unto the 
Lord with my whole heart. Soon after, as many as 
could knelt in front of the communion table. The 
Bishop then put his hands on each in order, and 
pronounced the prayer — 

'* * Defend, Lord, this thy servant with thy heavenly grace, 
that he may continue thine for ever ; and daily increase in thy 
holy Spirit more and more, imtil he come unto thy everlasting 
kingdom. Amen.' 

'' The Bishop then gave a charge. I wept much 
when I heard it. It was very affecting. He began 
by saying, ^ The ordinance of Confirmation is now 



finished outwardly and in the sight of men. The 
minister, the candidates, and the Bishop, have per- 
formed each his own part in the ceremony. But 
there is another part concerned in it. You must 
yourselves judge whether you are hearty believers 
in the Articles of our Church ; whether you come to 
the ordinance with firm resolutions to serve God to 
the end of your lives.' He said he would give us a 
word of advice : To be constant in private prayer, 
not minding the ridicule of others; and that our 
prayers should always contain confession, supplica- 
tion, and thanksgiving. * You have,' said he, ' many 
against you, but you have One for you, whom, if you 
serve, you need not fear all others.' " 

These words were sown in the honest and good 
heart; and from this time a marked change was 
observable in his religious bearing. The zeaJ which 
is imparted by the Holy Spirit was his. He devoted 
his spare time to duties of a missionary character, in 
visiting poor people, in distributing papers and tracts 
in cottages, and in reading with his school-fellows. 
In writing to a Mend at this time he says, " I have 
not been laughed at or ridiculed much. I attended 
the Communion of the Lord's Supper last Sunday, 
which has, I trust, tended to the refi-eshing and 
strengthening of my soul. Dr. Arnold seems 
desirous of doing good in every way. He has just 
set on foot a dispensary, and has written a short 
pamphlet on its advantages. I saw Mrs. Arnold in 
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the town one day going to some cottages. I have 
heard that Dr. Arnold intends to stop the Sunday 
newspapers. ... I am glad that I went to see 
that poor man on Monday; he died yesterday. 
Another fatherless family — seven children. I have 
commenced reading daily with another boy in the 
house at his own request." 

One great and distinctive duty of our Baptism is 
a confession of the faith of Christ crucified. In our 
Confirmation we openly announce our willingness to 
do this : and it will readily occur to the reader that 
in a great school like Rugby, where there were so 
many diverse natures, such zeal as that which ani- 
mated Spencer Thornton would not escape the 
notice or the criticism of the other boys ; and we 
find him referring to certain occurrences affecting 
himself. 

^' Nov. 4th J 1830. — It is now known to the boys 
that I give tracts, &c. They do not laugh at me as 
much as I expected. But it does not affect me 
(blessed be God)! Oh! that I may never be 
ashamed of Christ, or of His doctrine, in this sinful 
generation. * Greater is he that is in me, than he 
that is in the world.' Shall I not gladly suffer 
persecution for the cause of Christ. ... I trust 
that the above comes fi:om my heart, and that God, 
who has given me boldness, will perfect the work 
which He has begun in me." 

On one occasion he remonstrated with an elder 



boy for swearing in his presence; for which he 
received a cuff with the fist; and, in return, Thornton 
gave him a little book on swearing, which, although 
it had little effect upon the offender, was not without 
benefit to other boys, who were struck with the 
example of moral courage and forgiveness. A com- 
mand of the great Captain had been broken, and 
what should His '' faithful soldier ^^ do? 

One of his school-fellows afterwards observed, " I 
have known boys, if Spencer Thornton were near, to 
check themselves when about to use bad words ; and 
we used to remark that when he played at foot-ball 
or cricket there was a great absence of swearing." 

The report of his extraordinary activity would not 
be long in coming to the ears of Dr. Arnold ; and 
one day, just after school, the Doctor accosted him. 

" ^ Thornton,' said he, ' have you seen the woman 
at the turnpike to-day ? ' 

"^ Yes, Sir.' 

" ^ And I should like to know, if you have no 
objection to tell me, who was with you ? ' 

"^ThetwoPyms, Sir.' 

^^^Oh! then,' said Dr. Arnold, Hhey are too 
young ! I only wished to know if any boys went 
with you from the same motive as yourself. I have 
heard of you many times in this way ; and I hope 
that you will persevere ; and I wish that there were 
many more of like spirit in the school.' Dr. Arnold 
then, asked me what the woman intended to do ; and 
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then added, that if at any time I should meet with 
any deserving objects, and would mention them to 
him, he would gladly assist them. He also lamented 
that he did not know so much of the poor as he 
should like on accoimt of his many duties." 

So recently pledged as he was to " submit himself 
to his spiritual pastors and masters," it must have 
been a timely source of encouragement to his ardent 
nature to have merited the approval of so wise and 
noble-hearted a man as Arnold. 

A resident at Rugby has given the following 
description of Thornton's personal influence : — 

" There was an open honesty in his countenance 
which would strike anyone with the feeling that he 
was all he professed to be. What I heard and knew 
of his remarkable piety made me wish to know him ; 
and my intercourse with him was quite of a different 
stamp to what is usual with school boys. I have 
seen him once since; I think in 1844. He then 

told me THAT HE TRACED HIS FIRST EFFECTUAL RELI- 
GIOUS IMPRESSIONS TO HIS PREPARATION FOR CONFIRM- 
ATION WHEN AT KUGBY." 

Dr. C. J. Vaughan thus wrote of him to his 
mother. — 

" His great object seemed to me to find out boys 
whose minds were capable of being led into good, 
either from early impressions or from circumstances 
of affliction. But he was very unobtrusive in carrying 
out his object, and would not force advice on those 
who shrank from receiving it." 
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It has already been stated that his convictions 
were deepened and strengthened in his Confirmation; 
it will be interesting to see what opportunities he 
had to commend the subject to others. He could hear 
witness to its value. He could speak of the Divine grace 
which he had received. Like the Apostle St. Andrew, 
who, on finding the Messiah, was anxious that his 
brother Simon should know Him, so this elder 
brother urged a similar suit in the following affec- 
tionate and impressive terms : — 

"EUGBY, WhJwMy 1832. 
"Dearest Fred, 

** I hope you may receive this to-morrow, after you have 
performed the solemn service of Confirmation. And sufTer me, 
in the most affectionate terms, to remind you that the vows of 
the Lord are upon you, and that you are J2w, irreeoverably J2w. 
And now that you have vowed a vow to God, * defer not to pay 
it, for He hath no pleasure in fools ; pay that which thou hast 
vowed." This vow, I trust, you have not made without serious 
meditation and solemn resolutions, in the strength of GK)d, ' to 
continue Christ's faithful soldier and servant, imto your life's 
end.* If so, doubt not for one moment Gk)d's power and willing- 
ness to strengthen and confirm your resolutions. Call to mind 
your past life, and see how you have oifended God in thought, 
word, and deed, from the first day when you had imderstanding, 
until now, and see whether He has not protected your ways all 
your life ; and since He has thus been present with you when 
you sought him not, will He not now be found of you when you 
do seek TTim ? I oan speak to you from some small experience, 
because I, myself, have tasted that the Lord is gracious ; and if 
to me, why not to you, also? You can remember to what a 
depth of sin and defilement I had reached at Hammersmith, and 
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on account of those sins in particular, I was for some time very 
unhappy, and I thought I was too great a sinner to be saved ; 
but God graciously taught me otherwise by causing me to hear a 
sermon from Mr. McNeile. And I felt that as sin had abounded 
in me, so God would make grace abound in me also. Don't be 
a&aid of searching out all your sins, even the worst of them, and 
confess them all to God. For although He knows them, yet 
He expects you to confess them. 'Whoso confesseth and 
forsaketh his sins shall have mercy, but he that covereth them 
shall not prosper.' (Prov. xxviii. 13.) ' Only acknowledge thine 
iniquity that thou hast transgressed against the Lord thy God.* 
(Jer. iii. 13.) 'Wilt thou not from this time cry, my Father, 
thou art the guide of my youth ? ' (Jer. iii. 4.) What words 
more kind, more inviting, more affectionate, could Gfod speak to 
invite sinners, but if we do not hear when He calls, neither will 
He hear when we call. I shall offer up my feeble prayers in 
your behalf, particularly now, and as long as my life remainetli. 
Write to me as a brother, as to one who desires to see you happy 
here and for ever. 

**Your most affectionate, 

"SPENCER THORNTON." 

In the October term of this year, Spencer Thornton 
proceeded to Trinity College, Cambridge, and it 
soon appeared that his ruling thought, during his 
University career, was preparation for the ministry 
of the Church. . . . Besides devoting himself 
to the subjects required of students for mathematical 
honours, he diligently sought opportunities of useful- 
ness to others. He became a secretary to the Church 
Missionary Society, and a superintendent of a large 
Sunday school. In this way he acquired experience 
for himself, and gained influence over others. On 
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Sundays he walked with the children to church, and 
during the week he often visited the parents in their 
homes, and enquired for the absent ones. And it is 
said that '^ he took so deep an interest in his class 
that, upon one occasion, during the long vacation, he 
travelled to Cambridge, a distance of many miles, to 
see his yoimg people once again before they attended 
the Confirmation which was about to take place." 

During his walks, in his leisure time, he still found 
employment for his ardent and devoted spirit. A 
village or two had been allotted, in the neighbourhood 
of Cambridge, to him and Mr. Ruthven Here, and 
they were in ike habit of assembling the aged and 
the infirm in two cottages, for reading and prayer. 
On one occasion, as they were leaving the village, a 
poor girl besought them to come and see her parents, 
who were in a state of great distress and spiritual 
ignorance. They went at once to the cottage, and 
found the old people lying upon two beds near one 
another, and both nearly or quite deaf. Thornton 
stood between them, and raising his voice louder and 
louder, asked the old man what he knew of Jesus 
Christ, and whether he believed in Him. Getting 
no answer, he turned, with a pale and distressed 
countenance, to the friend who was present, and said, 
" We can only pray for him, it is like hollowing down 
a sepulchre." And then, upon his bended knees, he 
poured out his simple and fervent prayer that, if it 
might be, the Spirit of God would cause His voice to 
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be heard by those whose ears were deaf to the 
entreaties of their fellow-men. 

A few words from his diary at this time will be 
read with interest, as aflPbrding a pleasing account of 
his deep piety and earnestness. 

''Easter Day^ 1835. — I have, to-day, renewed my 
vows of allegiance to my great Captain, The vows 
of the Lord are upon me. I am more than ever His. 
I cannot go back. The Passion Week has been a 
very precious one to my soul. Oh ! to be a little 
child ! — a fool ! — ^nothing ! 

'* * Oh ! when shall I find my willing heart 
' All taken up by Thee ! ' 

" Sunday Evening^ Aug. 23rd, 1836. — I resolve, by 
the grace of Grod, from henceforth, frequently to 
humble my body and soul, by fasting and prayer. 
I am convinced, by to-day's experience, that God has 
enjoined it for good, although I believe I never found 
it so before. In the presence of the Most High God 
alone, I write this, and to-day solemnly consecrate 
myself again to His service ; giving up my body a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable imto God, which is 
my reasonable service." 

Such is a brief outline of Mr. Thornton's career at 
Cambridge. At school, at college, and. throughout a 
short but useful life, it will be seen that the subject 
of Confirmation was one both of opportunity and 
blessing. He had been strengthened by the Holy 
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Spirit in this ordinance ; and, looking for the same 
Divine influences to accompany the laying on of 
hands in the case of others, he devoted much care 
to the preparation of his candidates, as the sequel of 
this tale will show. 

He was ordained by the Bishop of Lincoln, on 
February 19th, 1837, and then entered upon his first 
curacy, under the Rev. E. Bickersteth, at Wotton. 
The character of his ministerial labours may be 
gleaned from the following anecdote : — 

An old man, whom Mr. Thornton had in vain 
urged to come to church, was taken ill and confined 
to his bed. Mr. Thornton went to his cottage and 
asked to see him. The old man, hearing his voice 
below, answered, in no very courteous tone, '^ Idorit 
want YOU here^ you may go awayP The following day 
the curate was again at the foot of the stairs, ^^ Well, 
my friend, may I come up to-day, and sit beside 
you ? " Again he received the same reply, " I don't 
want you here." Twenty-one days, successively, 
Mr. Thornton paid his visit to the cottage, and oa 
the twenty-second his perseverance was rewarded — 
he was permitted to enter the room of the aged 
suflferer, to read the Bible, and pray by his bed-side. 
The poor man recovered, and became one of the 
most regular attendants at the house of Grod. 

He had scarcely been a year at Wotton, before he 
was presented by the Lord Chancellor to a parish, 
which contained a population of nineteen himdred 
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and twenty souls; and on the 17th of December, 1837, 
he was admitted to Priest's Orders, and instituted to 
the Vicarage of Wendover, Bucks. 

" I have this day," he writes,^ " been admitted by 
the Lord Bishop of Lincoln, at Bugden, to the holy 
order of priesthood. I have found much comfort in 
the service and in the Lord's Supper. I desire, 
particularly, to have always printed in my remem- 
brance, the vows of the Lord which are upon me ; 
and to this end I purpose^ God helping me, to read 
the same over the last and first day of jevery month 
throughout the year, and to keep this day as an 
anniversary for humiliation, and setf-examination, 
and prayer, particularly with reference to my 
ministerial character. 

'^ I have fallen upon my face before the Lord. I 
have been much shocked by the profanation of the 
Sabbath in our country, and desire to bear in mind 
that I am to be among those who sigh and cry for 
the iniquities that are done in the midst of the earth." 

Full of zeal for the salvation of souls, he resolved 
to make himself personally known to every individual 
in the parish, and so to bring before >each and all the 
great message which he had been appointed to pro- 
claim. Not only was his memory retentive, so that he 
knew and remembered the name and a^e of almost 
every man, woman, and child in the parish, but he also 
kept accurate registers of communicaate, confirmants 
— ind.eed of all who were connected with his ministry. 
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For example, he took down the names of those who 
stood as sponsors at Baptism, looking forward to the 
time when he might, if he had lived, have appealed 
to them to fulfil t^eir duty in yielding up their charge 
at the time of Confirmation. 

Speaking of one of these Confirmations, in an 
address to his parishioners, he says : — 

^^ A Confirmation was held July 14th, when thir- 
teen males and thirty- two females did, in the presence 
of God and a large congregation, renew the solemn 
promise and vow which was made in their name at 
their Baptism. Of these, five males and ten females 
are now communicants at the Lord's Supper. But 
where are the other thirty? My beloved young 
Mends, remember your VOWS. Take heed that you 
leave not your first love. Press towards the mark 
for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus." 

On another occasion, he had prepared fifteen 
females and sixteen males ; and the following state- 
ment fi:om his own pen affords another genuine illus- 
tration of the blessing attending this holy rite of our 
Apostolic Church. 

" This season of preparation was deeply interesting 
to me, and I trust profitable. There seemed a large 
outpouring of the Spirit — so much so, that some who 
began their attendance in a light and trifling mood, 
became serious, while others dropped off by degrees. 
The instructions were in the Church Catechism and 
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Scripture, and lasted for six weeks, two in every 
week. I had two private interviews with each. The 
Bishop's charge, and his manner of conducting 
the whole service, was deeply aflfecting, powerful, 
and solemn. After service all the Confirmation can- 
didates drank tea together in the school-room, after 
which the Rev. E. Owen addressed them, and I 
prayed. All went home very happy. 

"On Easter Sunday fifteen new communicants 
attended the Lord's Supper. ^ Glory be to God.' " 

The reader will not wonder, with such kindly 
tokens of Divine grace, that the holy ordinances of 
Christ's Church were attended in this parish by in- 
creasing numbers, with regularity and profit. 

During the first year of Mr. Thornton's labours at 
Wendover, the communicants averaged about thirty 
or forty, the times of celebration being only four or 
five times a year. In a few years, with a monthly 
Communion, the total number became one hundred 
and seventy, and the average attendance seventy, 
the largest number on any occasion being one hun- 
dred and fifteen. What an instance is this of loving 
devotion to the doctrines and principles of the 
Church of England, and of the firuit which she is 
capable of bearing for the great Harvest Home ! 

As regards the Sacrament of Baptism, " no pains 
had been spared by him to impress upon each parent 
and sponsor the solemn responsibility which attached 
to this charitable work of theirs in bringing little 
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children to Christ in Baptism." It appears that he 
had great success in winning over several that denied 
Infant Baptism to be the orthodox and primitive 
custom of the Church. Several adults were baptised 
by him. 

The following anecdote aflfords an interesting ac- 
count of how, acting in strict accordance with the 
teaching of our Church, he met the Baptists on their 
own ground, whilst maintaining the duty, necessity, 
and privilege of receiving infants into the Christian 
fold. 

A young woman, who had derived her religious 
faith from early association with the Baptists, ex- 
pressed a great wish to be baptized by the vicar, not 
by. sprinkling, but by immersion. Mr. Thornton was 
somewhat perplexed at first by this novel request, but 
knowing how the Church of England, in her rigid 
adherence to primitive customs, allows dipping or 
immersion, he, after consulting some experienced 
clergymen, adopted the following plan : — 

He hired a large bath from town, which was 
placed in the chancel. The baptism took place after 
the sermon ; for, as it was a novel proceeding, he 
feared that the order of the congregation might be 
a little disturbed had the service been, as usual, after 
the second lesson. 

He preached that afternoon from Exodus xii. 26 : 
*^ What mean ye by this service ? " 

^^It is quite plain that Baptism is a duty; that 
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water is the element ; that it is a means of grace ; 
and that the command is binding to the end. 
The difference of opinion that has arisen in ihe 
Church of Christ has consisted chiefly in two 
points — 

*M. As to the age of the recipients. 

"2. As to the quantity of water to be used. 

**A11 branches of the Christian Church, with ihe 
exception of a certain section of them called Baptists, 
agree in saying that both infants and adults may be 
recipients, and that it is immaterial whether Baptism 
is performed by pouring water or by immersion^ or, in 
other words, by applying water to the person or the 
person to the water. It is left to our own Church as a 
matter of choice — (see Service) — taking it for granted 
that the ordinance remains the same in the two cases. 
I am therefore quite willing to perform it either way, 
according to the wish of the recipients, whether to 
adults or to infants ; and I beg all parents who have 
any scruples upon the subject to have their children 
immersed^ according to the undoubted intention of 
our Church. It represents our union with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. It is a seal of the 
Covenant of Grace. We have a picture of what 
God's grace is in Ezekiel xvi. 3-6 — ^ What circum- 
cision was to those under the law of Moses, that 
Baptism is to us.' The soldiers of Christ are daily 
passing away : new ones must press into the ranks 
and fight in their stead." 
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After the sermon, the yotmg woman, neatly 
dressed in white, stood by the bath. A small ladder 
of steps had been made, which she at the right time 
mounted, and then descended into the water. 

The Baptists in Wendover and the neighbourhood 
were very much surprised to hear of the baptism by 
immersion in the Church of England, and several 
persons came from places round Wendover to hear 
the particulars. 

It will be seen that Mr. Thornton was thoroughly 
in earnest in conforming to the Apostolic rules of our 
Church, and not only did he carry his flock with 
him, gathering together one hundred people, as he 
often did in Holy Week, for meditation and prayer, 
but in his zeal and love he won over several dissenters. 
The soul of each parishioner, of whatever creed or 
class, was the object of many prayers ; in season and 
out of season he laboured in the spirit of an evangelist 
to bring them to a fuller knowledge of their Saviour, 
and to a more general observance of Divine ordin- 
ances. In all things he taught them to seek the 
glory of God and the salvation of their souls. It may 
be well said of him — 

" He allared to brigliter worlds, and led the way." 

His work of usefulness and self-devotion was how- 
ever soon perfected. It pleased God to cause his sun 
to go down at noon-day. To the last day of his life 
he was advancing his Master's kingdom. His state- 



30 

ments upon the subject of Confirmation, with which 
we conclude this history, are particularly valuable a» 
being associated more or less with his premature and 
much lamented death. 

^^ Dec. \Othj 1849. — We are preparing for a Con- 
firmation in spring. I preached the first sermon 
yesterday, on Prov. xxiii. 26 : ^ My soriy give me thine 
heart? It was a solemn season. I am not without 
hope that we shall have a goodly number of serioua 
young people.'' 

It is said that he entered this time in particular 
upon the work of preparation (always one of delight) 
with peculiar vigour. He was heard several times to 
say, " We have had a blessing before at such seasons^ and 
I fully expect a large one this year,^^ Just a month 
passed away, and his classes of married men, young 
men, and females, saw him no more ! 

On Sunday, January 6th, he preached on the 
" New Birth," with reference to the baptism of his 
infant daughter, which took place during the service* 
And upon Monday he commenced his work with, if 
possible, increased vigour. At three o'clock he had 
met the female candidates for Confirmation, at six 
o'clock his class of married men, and at eight o'clock 
the class of young men. On Tuesday, January 8th, 
he wrote to the Secretary of the Church Missionary 
Society, offering to provide, in conjunction with some 
clerical friends in the neighbourhood, for all sermons 
and meetings within a radius of six miles. He spent 
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Thursday and Friday with his parents. On the 
former day he had written a letter to a sick parish- 
ioner, in which these significant words occur : — 

" The scene througli which you are now passing is a solemn 
one, especially at the opening of the fiftieth year. How hard it 
is to realise our own death and all its important consequences I 
One thing is needful, namely, an interest in the blood and right- 
eousness and finished obedience of the Lord Jesus Christ. Weak 
faith, if it lean on Christ the Eock, is far better than strong faith 
and confidence which leans only on self and our own good works, 
which are, after all, a foundation of sand. May God the Holy 
Ghost lead you and me, dear Sir, to a deeper knowledge of 
ourselves and of our Saviour ; and may He reveal unto us what 
we know not. * That which I see not, teach thou me,' is a good 
daily prayer. I hope to call in a few days, and remain, 

" My dear Sir, 

" Yours faithftdly, 

'*S. THOENTOK" 

On Saturday morning he partook of an early 
breakfast, and started by the train to return to 
Wendover for his Sunday duties. He was accom- 
panied by his xmcle, Mr. Abel Smith, and seemed to 
be in perfect health and spirits. The day was intensely 
cold, and upon his arrival at the terminus he pro- 
ceeded on foot to his destination. He had reached 
North Street, Finsbury, when he was observed by a 
person, who was cleaning the window of her house, 
to stagger and fall upon the pavement. She imme- 
diately went into the street, and, with the assistance 
of two men, conveyed him into her house. He drew 
one breath, and life was extinct ! 
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The iiineral took place at Wendover on the follow- 
ing Saturday. It is described as a cold, cheerless 
day. The shops and windows were closed, the 
inhabitants were in mourning, and scarcely one of 
them was not in tears. One old man was heard to 
say, "Ah, he was a young man, but he was my 
fether ; and as for my children, he was more than a 
father to them.'' Another, weeping, exclaimed, 
" He was a Mend to us all ; a friend to soxd and 
body too." 

Upon a stone in Wendover churchyard, nearly 
opposite to the study window of the vicarage, is the 
following inscription : — 

IN MEMORY OP 

SPENCEE THOENTON, M.A. 

TWELVE TEARS VICAR OP THIS PARISH. 

CHOSEN IN THE LORD; 

AOCEPTED IN THE BELOVED; 

BY PAITH HE WALKED WITH GOD; 

LOOKINa POR THE GLORIOUS APPEARING OP 

OUR SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST. 

He was suddenly called to enter into his rest, 
January 12tli, 1850 ; 

AGED THIETY-SIX. 



CONFIRMATIONS IN INDIA. 



" Some persons will probably remember a period of their lives at which 
their minds appeared to be opened to Divine things in a very remarkable way. 
I am not intending to insist upon the need of a sudden convezaion, as it is 
called, but I think that many persons in looking backward to their childhood, 
and tracing the progress of their minds upwards, will be able to remember a 
period, probably about the time of their Cokfikmation ob fibst Communion, 
•when the real meaning of such words as sin, redemption, pardon, holiness, and 
the like, came before their minds in a manner in which they did not in their 
ftlii MiwTi days." — ^Dr. Goodwin, Biahop of Carlitle. 



We are Divinely taught to judge the tree by its 
fruits. The leaven of grace working in the heart of 
the Christian is at first unseen, but, from its nature, 
it must have expansion and growth. The self-devo- 
tion pledged to God in Confirmation, has its issue in 
many persons by their becoming Sunday school 
teachers, collectors for the foreign and home missions 
of our Church, visitors of the poor, helpers of orphans, 
lay readers, clergymen, missionaries to the heathen. 
These offices should ever be the promptings and out- 
workings of the grace of God. 

The interesting biography of Dr. Wilson, late 
Bishop of Calcutta, affords a striking testimony to 
such progress in Divine things. One step of useful 
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labour led to another, in continued succession. It is 
the history of a painstaking boy, of an earnest 
college student, of a laborious London clergyman, 
and a zealous missionary Bishop. That his Con- 
firmation was no slight help in a life of so much 
activity and blessing, the following diaries may 
readily prove. 

^^June 6th^ 1799. — To-morrow, if I live, I am to 
be confirmed. Oh ! may I find it, by the Lord^s 
presence, good for my soul ! 

" June 8thy 1799. — ^Yesterday I was confirmed by 
the Bishop of Chester, and I trust I found the Lord's 
presence with me. 

^^ March 16th, 1800. — Oh, my soul, thou art this day 
going to approach the Lord's table. Examine thy- 
self whether thou art in the faith. Lord, be pleased 
to shine in me, then I shall examine myself aright.' ' 

Time passes on. Thirty-two years have rolled 
away, and he who had himself received " the laying 
on of hands " with so much religious feeling is about 
to hold his first Confirmation in the cathedral of 
Calcutta. It is Tuesday, the 2nd of April, 1832. 
No less than four hundred and seventy candidates 
appeared before him. Of these, we are told, more, 
than one hundred were native Christians. "Thei 
many Confirmations following the first seemed 
always to be attended with a blessing. The Bishop's 
manner was most impressive, and the words used by 
him most earnest and affecting. He usually gave 
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two addresses. The full assent of the catechumens 
he almost always required to be repeated twice^ and 
sometimes thrice^ till the church resounded with the 
words — * I DO.' In the second address he was 
accustomed to deliver * Seven Rules,' which were to 
be repeated after him at the time, and afterwards 
written in the Bible or the Prayer Book of those that 
had been confirmed. They were as follows : — 

" * I, — Pkay every day of your life fob more and 
MORE of GOD'S HOLY SPIRIT.' 

" ^11. — Prepare at once for receiving aright the 
Holy Sacrament of the Body and Blood of 
CHRIST.' 

** ^ III. — Read every day some portion of GOD'S 
Holy Word.' 

"^IV. — Reverence and observe the Sabbath.' 

" ' V. — Keep in the unity of the Church.' 

"^VI. — Avoid bad company, and seek the company 
of the good.' 

" ^ VII. — When you have got wrong, confess it, 

AND GET RIGHT AS SOON AS YOU CAN.'" 

In many a Bible and Prayer Book throughout India 
these words may still be found written. " Please, Sir, 
will you give us our * Seven Rules,' " was the con- 
stant request to the Bishop's chaplain after aei:^^^. 
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^^ On one occasion," says his biographer, " when 

the Confirmation was concluded, in a large miKtary 

station, and the Bishop was resting for a few minutes 

in the vestry, a young and noble looking English 

soldier hastily entered, and made his military salute. 

On being questioned, it appeared that he had been a 

candidate for Confirmation, and was duly prepared^ 

but having been on guard he was too late for the 
ceremony, and he came now to express his sorrow, 

and to see if his case admitted of no remedy. For a 
while the Bishop doubted, but his interest was 
aroused by hearing the soldier plead previous know- 
ledge, and say that he had been a boy in the 
Islington Parochial Schools, that he had often been 
catechized in that church, and that he had heard the 
Bishop's last sermon on leaving London. 

" ^ Kneel down,' said the Bishop. He knelt down, 
and was confirmed, and admitted to the fiill com- 
munion of the Church militant on earth." ^ 

In the journal of Dr. George Trevor Spencer, who 
at this time was the Bishop of Madras, the following 
happy description, among many, occurs : — 

*^ At SattancoUum, where I have passed two happy 
days, I had the comfort of confirming two hundred 
and fifty persons, who I am assured by their excel- 
lent minister can give a very satisfactory account of 
the faith that is in them. It was indeed a cheerins: 

^ Bateman's life of Bishop Daniel Wilson. 
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sight to see * old men and children, young men and 
maidens,' crowding around the altar of the only true 
God, to receive at the hands of their Bishop a bless- 
ing in His name. All were strikingly and yet most 
simply devout ; not the slightest aflfectation of rapture, 
but the holy and chastened spirit of prayer and praise 
was upon them. I want words to express my astonish- 
ment at all that I see in this land of promise. The 
Word of the Lord is covering it." 
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THE NONCONFORMIST'S DAUGHTER. 



" speed us onward in the race ! 
From strength to strength, from grace to grace ; 
So may we, by Thy Spirit blest, 
Come to the Canaan of our rest." 

The Moly Year, 



Mart Gray, the subject of the following tale, was the 
daughter of what would be called "strict Dissenters." 
Her father had been for years a prejudiced opponent 
of the Church. His beloved and only child, Mary, 
was accordingly trained up in the ordinary principles 
of her parents, although in her infancy she had been 
baptized, as is very common, by a clergyman of the 
Church of England. A change, however, was im- 
pending. The bitterness of sectarian opposition was 
soon to melt away in the sunshine of a good clergy- 
man's love and fidelity. Among the Nonconformists 
there is nothing that bears any comparison with 
our Apostolic rite of Confirmation, though many of 
them, who come as eye witnesses, often go away 
deeply impressed with the solemnity and beauty of 
the ceremony. 
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It was so in the present instance ; for when the 
vicar called upon the parents of Mary Gray, and 
represented that he felt an interest in their child, and 
sought permission to train her for Confirmation, they 
consented ; and no one, says her biographer, either 
appeared more punctually at the class or gave more 
diligent heed to the instruction aflfbrded. The speedy 
consequence was that she awoke, under the influence 
of this tuition, to a clear understanding of the system 
and teaching of our Church, so that by the time that 
the Bishop laid his hands upon her head, she had 
become as true-hearted a member of the Church of 
England, as if she had been nurtured under its 
strictest discipline from her infancy. Her character 
gradually unfolded into that of a lively and earnest 
member of the Church ; and she was pursuing a path 
of usefulness which no one who loved her could 
venture to interrupt. She became a weekly commu- 
nicant, a Sunday school teacher, a constant attendant 
in the vicar's Bible class, and it is said ^^ she went 
about like a thread of light, interesting herself and 
working for charitable and holy ends." 

All this went on in a happy and unvarying course 
for two or three years : then it was God's will that 
she should bear a heavy cross of pain and sufiering, 
that the trial of her faith might be seen, and that she 
might glorify Him in her patience and submission. 
On one occasion, the vicar, having been specially sent 
for, came to see her. When he arrived, her mother 
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was attending to some customers in the little shop, 
and she invited him to go upstairs and see her 
daughter. In a warm and comfortable room, with 
everything needful around her, Mary Gray, now 
eighteen years of age, sat by the fire, propped up 
with pillows, in all the delicate hue of far-gone con- 
sumption. Her cheeks were sunken, and her face 
quite colourless, save where the cheek-bone was 
marked by a fatal spot of fever ; and her diflSculty in 
breathing and cough were for a time increased by 
the pleasurable excitement caused by the entrance of 
her clergyman. Then, taking a seat, he gently 
enquired about her health, and she, as is so often 
the case in this disease, appeared to fancy that 
when the weather became warmer she would be 
better. 

^^ But you are not fixing your heart," said the 
vicar kindly, " on getting well again, I hope ; you 
are certainly very ill, and though Grod can raise you 
up, if so He wills, let me beg of you not to lose the 
precious opportunity, as well as invitation, which 
you have in this sickness, to put yourself wholly into 
the hands of the Lord. Believe me, though you hear 
people walking in the street outside, or voices speak- 
ing in the shop below, and may envy such liberty, 
there are few of those persons so living to be envied 
like you. Here you are, as it were, out of the 
world, and already by faith with Grod. Let nothing 
tempt you back to the world again in thought." 
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*^ No, Sir, nothing shall," answered the sick girl ; 
" although I do sometimes feel as if I should get 
better, — it is not that I wish to do so. I have been 
so greatly comforted in thinking of another world. 
I have been so much supported whilst knowing that I 
must soon leave this, that all fears are gone, and I am 
willing to go ; and yet, dear Sir, there is one thing 
that troubles me, and I cannot die at ease." 

Bursting into a flood of tears, she was unable to 
proceed. "And what is there still to trouble you?" 
said the clergyman. ^^ Tell me, and if it be possible, 
you shall be relieved." 

" Why, Sir," said she, after a pause, '^ it is this. 
I know that when I die I must be separated from 
everything that has made me happy here — your 
instructions, the services of the church, the congrega- 
tion, the Sunday scholars, those whom I have so 
often joined at the Lord's table; I shall not be 
amongst any of these when I am dead, but I shall be 
buried where my parents buried their other children 
in the Dissenters' burying-ground. Oh, Sir, I cannot 
think of this without great pain, and I dare not 
mention it to my mother." 

^' I see your wish, Mary, and I feel for it. Perhaps 
we can persuade your parents to allow you to rest 
amongst us. You would like to lie where those who 
have worshipped with us are buried — where I shall 
myself he at last^ and we know not how soonJ^ 

There was something so truly kind in these words, 
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reaching as they did the very "ground of the heart," 
that the girl's feelings were quite overcome. She 
felt that to have the people go to church across her 
unmarked grave, and to have him step over it as he 
went to give lessons of instruction, which had been 
so valuable to herself, would take away the last 
reluctance she experienced at the thought of dying. 

The vicar at once addressed himself to the case. 
He called the mother to come up, and she also 
prevailed upon her husband to accompany her. 

"What a strange conflict of feeling was visible in that 
sick room ! Mr. Gray was in the presence of one 
whom he had opposed. His prejudice against the 
Church was of that ill-formed character which often 
gives vent to bitter and captious objections. And 
now he found this clergyman speaking to him in the 
kindest terms, and showing him how truly he felt 
for his present sorrow. He was utterly unmanned. 
He, who was once treated by him as an enemy, was 
the kindest of friends and advisers. His daughter 
lay before him filled with the light of the Gospel, 
cheered by the hope of salvation, and that hope 
begotten in her, under God, through the ministra- 
tions of the National Church. 

The father felt abashed. The vicar explained to 
the parents the wishes of their beloved daughter. 
He reminded them that they had themselves brought 
her to Baptism in her infancy ; and that, during the 
last three years, since she renewed her baptismal 
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vows at her Confirmation, all her delight and strength 
had been in fully availing herself of the ordinances 
of the Church; and now she wished to finish her 
Christian course in conformity to the rules of the 
Prayer Book, and to have the burial service read 
over her remains. 

At this, Mr. Gray started. " But, I know," con- 
tinued the vicar, without noticing the interruption, — 
*^ I know that many object, I will not say justly, but 
I believe conscientiously to the language of the burial 
service. They think that the charitable hope which it 
contains is inapplicable to a great number of persons 
over whom they are uttered. But this need not be 
considered now, for both of you are well aware that 
your daughter is fully entitled to them all. Moreover, 
she wishes to rest among those with whom she has 
of late so intimately lived and communed. And, 
besides this, she has a fancy to be buried in the 
ground where I, who have been her guide and 
minister, must also soon be laid." 

As he finished speaking, both parents looked 
timidly at their child, as if they fancied that her 
affections were alienated from them. But the seem- 
ing cloud passed instantly away. Her countenance, 
fiill of love to her parents, was lighted up with tender 
benignity and gentleness. 

" Father," she faintly said, " and mother, let it be 
so!" The poor mother burst into tears; and the 
father, after a pause, said, " It shall he soJ^ 
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We may not doubt, that at such a moment, cAb 
deeper influences wore at work ; for the prejudice^i 
years melted away before the i^ords of that giW 
pastor. 

Mr. Gray was attracted, and then overpowered, by 
a sense of superiority, as he contemplated the ina 
whose equal, in mental and moral excellence, he y 
never seen. And as old associations and recoUfic- 
tions — the instructions of childhood^ church atteDJ- 
ance in youthful years, the memory of which had 
long been allowed to slumber — ^rushed unbidden 
upon liis mind, the triumph of repentance was com- 
pleted ; and lie was prepared, and even anxioufi, to 
confess his fault. 

The vicar understood all this; and, with that 
ready tact which always enabled him to carry his 
point in any ministerial difficulty, he at once touched 
the chord of contrition which had been struck. He 
tenderly exhorted Mr. and Mrs. Gray to an acknow- 
ledgment of by-gone error, which both of them 
willingly expressed ; and, as the circumstances of 
their present situation were both trying and urgent| 
he did not hesitate to suggest that they should 
partake of the Holy Communion with their daughter 
and himself, in token of their common hope in 
Christ and good-will towards men. 

" In order to prove," the vicar went on, *^ that we 
have not separated poor Mary from you, and forced 
her to leave father and mother^ that she might follow 
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her Lord in the path she thought right, you must, 
therefore, not hesitate, for I know that we are all at 
peace, and that you neither dispute nor reject the 
work of grace that is before you." 

"Oh no. Sir," said Mr. Gray, "we are very 
thankful for all that you have done for Mary." 

In a short time, "the feast which Jesus makes," 
was spread in that sick room; and in a faithful 
participation of that Holy Sacrament, the last dregs 
of jealousy and bitterness were wrung out of the 
hearts of those sorrowing people. They no longer 
grudged the Church her daughter, nor its minister 
her devoted respect. He then shook hands with 
them all, and departed. 

On that very night, however, as the vicar was 
about to retire to rest, an earnest entreaty arrived 
from the poor invalid that he would not delay to 
come and see her for the last time. In a few minutes 
he emerged into the solitary streets of the town, 
with his coat closely buttoned up, and he paced 
along in silent meditation until he came to Mary 
Gray's dwelling. 

The last change had now come. A blood vessel 
had burst upon her lungs, and she was now lying 
upon the bed, pale and emaciated, her remaining 
strength fast ebbing away. 

She tried to speak, but in vain. Her mother 
explained that she and her husband had been con- 
sidering that, with God's help, they would be for the 
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future better attendants at the parish Church. This 
was the wish of their dying child, whose countenance 
became " as happy as an angeVs might J^." 

The vicar sat down by the bed-side, and, as a few 
neighbours had come in to witness the last breath, 
he seized the occasion for offering some good advice. 
He read the account of the resurrection of Lazarus 
to them all. It was a scene of touching interest. 
The parents stood by the bed on which the sufferer 
was lying ; the words of the good clergyman were 
listened to with reverence; whilst the expiring 
sufferer, in a seemingly unconscious state, was 
muttering sentiments of a spiritual tone. 

Suddenly Mrs. Gray leaned forward to raise her 
daughter's head, and all who were present at once 
felt what was coming. The vicar knelt down and 
offered the " Commendatory Prayer," and before it 
was concluded the change had come. ^ 

^ " The Vicar and his duties." — De. Gatty. 



A TALE OF A LONDON CONFIRMATION. 



"Oh! for Thy truth and mercy's sake, 
Forgive, and bid me sin no more ; 
The ruin of my soul repair, 
And make my heart a house of prayer." 

Atton. 



^^I AM convinced," says Dr. Champneys, "that a 
Confirmation, well worked, carefully prepared for, 
employed as a providential opportunity for the 
systematic teaching of the great doctrines of the 
Christian faith, and for united prayer, never fails to 
be a recruiting time for the army of the living God. 
Few sights are more touching than to see these 
young soldiers of the cross come up in ranks to take 
the military oath, to confess their great and glorious 
Leader, to range themselves under His banner, and 
join the veteran army of the faith. 

" It was the evening before a Confirmation. Ac- 
cording to my practice for many years, the candi- 
dates were assembled for worship in the Church, 
that we might pray together there — as we had so 
often prayed in our place of teaching — that parents 
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and friends might unite with us, and that those who- 
had been confirmed in former years might revive 
the resolutions of their own day of dedication, and 
seek fresh grace to go on. 

"I had spoken the last words of warning and 
encouragement, and gone into the vestry, when a 
woman came hastily in and said, ^ /SVr, / cannot stand 
out any longer. Will you let me he confirmed to-morrow ?^ 
I knew her, and her character. She was a woman 
of strong passions and determined will. She had 
resisted deep convictions which had been workings 
within her for some time. Her wish had been, ^ Let 
me repenty but not nowJ She could, however, na 
longer fight off the decision. It was made. Her 
will was overcome, the citadel won, and she sur- 
rendered. It had cost her no little struggle to ask 
what she had asked, and, knowing this, I would not 
refuse because she had come late, even at the last 
hour ; so, after speaking with her, I told her that I 
would give her the card to go with the other candi- 
dates. She went, and was confirmed. 

'^Hers had been no sudden whim, no hasty 
impulse. The strong feelings that almost overcame 
her were not the result of a storm and thunder- 
shower of emotion, but the bursting up of a stream 
of deep, and strong, and at last irresistible con- 
victions, which had been for a long time working^ 
their way amidst many a hard stone and rough rock 
that crossed their course. 
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" Her Christian career, after this, was such as one 
would be sure her career would be if once she 
became a real Christian. She never did anything 
by halves. It was not in her nature to do so. She 
was no double-minded person in her religious duties ; 
but firm and determined, she worked her way 
onward and upward. She had not, as it appeared 
afterwards, long to live. Fatal disease began to set 
in. She came to Church as long as she could come ; 
but at last she was confined, to the house first, then 
to her room, then to her bed. 

" I have her now before me the last time I ever 
saw her alive. I have the room before me — small, 
yet very neat ; the bed, with its dark green hang- 
ings, its clean covering, and its dying tenant. 

^^ She was so near to death, that the very air, if 
roughly put into motion, seemed enough to put out 
the feeble, flickering flame that just glimmered in 
the socket. As I entered the room, she put up her 
hand for me to move gently round the bed. I did 
so. After a few words, I opened my Bible, and read 
to her the latter verses of St. John xvii., showing 
her how the Saviour had prayed for His Apostles 
first, and then how he had prayed the same for all 
'those who should believe in Him through their 
word;' how He asked that they might all behold 
His glory, ' the glory which He had with the Father 
before the world was.' How He said, ' the glory 
which Thou hast given Me, I have given them.' 
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Her bright eyes, made more bright and full by the 
influence of the insidious disease that had been 
breaking down her frame, till it was all but broken 
up, were fixed full on me, as I read God's Book, and 
Christ's words out of God's Book. ^ Will you get me 
my large Bible^ she said, in a low, faint whisper. I 
got it. ^ Will you open it at these words V I did so, 
turning it at the same time round towards her, 
though I think that she could not see to read it. 
^ Will you take hold of my hand^ and place my fingers 
upon these words V I did so. ^ Thank you^ that is alV 
She wished to grasp with her very hand, as it were, 
the exceeding great and precious promises. While 
her soul, strong in faith, climg to them with 
characteristic energy, she wished her very hand to 
touch them. She put her fingers on the seal ; she 
made that promise her own by touching it. She set 
to her seal that God is true. She was just passing 
through the waters, and those words buoyed her up 
»— and so she died." ^ 



^"The Spirit in the Word," by Dr. Champneys, Dean o£ 
Lichfield. 



A TALE OP 



AN AMERICAN CONFIRMATION. 



" I found among these poor people a knowledge of the principles of our 
Churchy and a fervent attachment to its doctrines and worship, which astonished 
and gratified me. Confirmation was administered to about thirty persons, 
and the Holy Commimion to as many. Could you have witnessed the 
expressions of gratitude, and their earnest solicitations, accompanied even 
with tears, for only the occasional services of a minister, your treasure and 
your prayers would have heen poured forth to gratify them." — Bishop Hobart. 



One of the foremost and most gifted Bishops of the 
Episcopal Church of America, whose instructive 
memoirs have been written, was Bishop Hobart. 
He was born at Philadelphia, in the year 1775. 
The founder of his family was an eminent leader 
among the ^' Pilgrim Fathers" of New England, who 
quitted his native land in 1633. But, in course of 
time, his family, like the great Bishop Butler, Henry 
Kirk White, and the saintly Leighton, emerged 
from the trammels of sectarianism, and John Henry 
Hobart became at length the Bishop of New York. 
Throughout a laborious and most useful and interest- 
ing life, his banner, as he delighted to describe it, 
WHS — ^'Evangelical Truth and Apostolical Ordek." 
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Uniting deep personal piety with vigorous state- 
ments of doctrine, his influence in America was 
immense, and, under God, most effectual in winning 
people to holiness. 

One example of such usefulness is afforded us in 
the following tale of an American Confirmation : — 

" After the rite of Confirmation was administered, 
the Bishop, seating himself near the altar, and sur- 
rounded by those who had just received the Apos- 
tolic benediction, like a father encircled by his 
children, proceeded to address them specially on the 
covenant into which they had just entered." 

An eye-witness on this particular occasion re- 
marks, that he " can call to mind few scenes of 
deeper pathos than the one he saw exhibited on that 
occasion. The youthfal circle, unbonnetted and 
bareheaded, with here and there one in middle or 
advanced life among their number, deeming it thus 
becoming * to fulfil all righteousness' " — the young, 
with streaming eyes, trembling and agitated, some 
to the very verge of sinking beneath their feelings ; 
the interested and eager circle behind, of parents, 
and friends, and congregation, hanging, as it were, 
upon the words of their spiritual father, all tended 
to form a picture, lovely to the philanthropist, and 
overpowering to the Christian. 

The Bishop's address was simple, earnest, and 
affectionate, and it concluded with these heart 
stirring words : — 
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V " Christians ! use the means of grace, and you 
will obtain the victory. Read the Word of God with 
humility, with reverence, with the sincere purpose 
of applying all its truths, precepts, threats, and 
promises to your instruction, your consolation, your 
advancement in holiness and virtue. 

" Lift up your souls to God in prayer and praise. 
By stated devotions, as the morn of every day 
renews the goodness of your Almighty Benefactor, 
and its close finds you subjected to infirmity and sin, 
by the secret ejaculations of your hearts in the midst 
of the duties, the trials, disappointments, and inno- 
cent enjoyments of life, to Him who alone can direct 
you, and keep you jfrom falling; maintain inter- 
course with heaven — ^you will be strengthened to 
resist temptation; you will be animated in your 
Christian course, and you will be raised above this 
transitory world, with the hope of those eternal 
glories prepared for you in the kingdom of your 
God. 

"Go, then, ye servants of Jesus Christ; it is a 
title infinitely more honourable than any which 
the world can bestow, for He is now the King of 
Glory, and hereafter will be the Judge of Nations, 
Ye are candidates for immortality. Go, God is your 
Friend and Father ; Jesus Christ is your Intercessor 
and Saviour; the Holy Ghost is your Comforter, 
What more, Christians, can you require to animate 
and encourage you ? Heaven is in view I Fight a 
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good fight ! Keep the £dth ; the Lord the righteous 
Judge, at the day of His appearing, will give you a 
crown of glory." 

Of the blessed influence of the Apostolic rite on 
this occasion, the same writer speaks with confidence; 
and he quotes an observation by another clergyman, 
that on such occasions, ^' very often, indeed, a large 
part of the congregation was melted into tears." ^ 

^ The early life of Bishop Hobart. 



'' YOUNG AND OLD, RICH AND POOR." 

(FROM " THE VICAR AND HIS DUTIES.") 



It was a sunny morning, in bright July, when the 
Bishop rose and prepared for the Confirmation 
which he had appointed to be held at eleven o'clock, 
at the parish Church. The route of the Bishop was 
through a hilly district, abounding in picturesque 
scenery ; and when the carriage was slowly advanc- 
ing along the hill-side of a valley, it overtook a party 
of young people in a waggon, who were evidently on 
their way to the Confirmation, with their pastor 
walking in front. The Bishop smiled kindly at the 
youthful party, and beckoned the clergyman to take 
a seat in the carriage for the three or four miles they 
had still to travel. 

" I have heard," the Bishop said to his companion, 
as they drove along, ^ ' that you had the misfortune 
to be burnt out of your lodging, and that your books 
are consumed. Now, I know that a clergyman can 
very ill spare his library, especially if he be living 
away from the town ; so I hope you will allow me, 
in some measure, to repair your loss, which I am 
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thankful I can do, from a fund which will not subject 
you to personal obligation to your Bishop." 

The Bishop placed a note of the value of ten 
pounds in the curate's hand, and considerately 
relieved the choking sensation of gratitude which 
vainly strove to find utterance in words, by bidding 
the recipient amuse himself with a newspaper that 
lay on the carriage seat, and excuse him proceeding 
with his letters. 

As they advanced into the town, one sound rose 
majestically above every other ; it was a peal from 
the bells of the parish church. The old English 
custom, that the arrival of the Bishop should be 
greeted as a popular event, was kept up in this 
northern parish. The loyal feeling of attachment to 
the Church, which is often stimulated by the faithful 
ministrations of a laborious vicar, was here very 
strongly developed. The ceremony of " laying on 
of hands " cannot but be a very impressive one when 
it is rightly understood and duly appreciated. The 
faith, which amid all these intervening centuries since 
the first Confirmation, described in Acts viii., has 
been maintained, is here again and again exhibited ; 
whilst the solemn prayer for the out-pouring of the 
Holy Spirit cannot, according to the Divine promise, 

be in vain. 

On this occasion the ceremony was performed with 
much dignity and reverence. The rows of catechu- 
mens were ranged down the centre of the Church ; 
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and a large congregation witnessed the impressive 
scene, with deep attention. On every head the 
Bishop's hand was placed, and over every head was 
fervently pronounced the Apostolic blessing. Line 
after line, the young people came up to and knelt at 
the altar rails, and then retired to meditate on their 
renewed pledge of Christian fellowship, and of dedi- 
cation to the service of their Lord. High and low, 
rich and poor, the sons and daughters of gentlemen 
and those of the labouring classes, were mingled in 
one common throng, as heirs of the same kingdom, 
and members of the one body of Christ's redeemed 
flock. There were, also, a few persons— heads of 
families-who, having neglected this duty in earlier 
life, came forward, and gave thereby the stimulus of 
a good example, as well as obedience to an appointed 
rule and command of the Church. " Ye shall take 
care that this child be brought to the Bishop to be 
confirmed by him." 

The most remarkable candidate was one of these : — 
A woman in the humblest condition of life, whose age 
was about sixty-five, presented herself Her appear- 
ance, though neat and clean, was expressive of the 
deepest poverty. She looked like one who had 
striven hard against the world, but had made no 
way in it. Her singular appearance attracted many 
eyes, as forming a marked contrast to the other 
figures around her. Yet the old woman was not 
nervous or uneasy about the singularity of her 
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position. Her manner was simple and devout, and 
she appeared to be indifferent to anything except 
the business which had brought her that morning to 
church. She was one of the vicar's own candidates 
for Confirmation. The Bishop, fully occupied with 
each case in succession, had not observed her ap- 
proach, but when her turn for his blessing came, he 
involuntarily suspended his hand for an instant, and 
looked up for an explanation of the unusual occur- 
rence. The vicar, who was purposely standing 
near the old woman, significantly bowed, when the 
hand descended upon the head of her who was the 
Bishop's own superior in years, and sweetly and 
solemnly came forth the words — 

'* Defend, Lord, this thy servant with thy heavenly grace, 
that she may continue thine for ever ; and daily increase in thy 
holy Spirit more and more, until she come to thy everlasting 
kingdom. Amen." 

The Bishop, in the course of his subsequent 
address, alluded in the following words to the event 
that had just taken place : — " Never," said he, " can 
it be too late for the oldest of us to submit to the 
discipline which Christ imposes upon all members of 
the Church. To be babes in Christ, unresisting, and 
compliant to His laws, is the service due to every 
Christian. ^ Except ye be converted^ and become as little 
cMldretij ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven^ ^ 

^ St. Matt, xviii. 8. 
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is a text that suits, and can be appreciated by^ 
the hoary head which bows childlike before every 
Divine institution. In the world there may be some 
duties which, if unftjfilled in youth, it would be 
unbecoming and impossible to undertake in old age ; 
but, in the kingdom of God, which is His Church, 
there are not these distinctions. Service to God is 
never too late ; for, blessed is His Name ! the doc- 
trine of the Gospel is, that the soul, refreshed by 
penitence, may be redeemed in the latter days from 
the omissions and sins of youth. But let no one 
presume upon the long-suffering of our Heavenly 
Father." 

In the course of a general conversation which 
ensued on that day, at a meeting, which was held at 
the vicarage, a clergyman detailed the following 
interesting anecdote. 

^^I am convinced," said he, "that even were 
Confirmation not an institution of Apostolic appoint- 
ment, it ought, in any wise, to be retained for the 
sake of its practical utility. I had a proof of this 
some time ago. A young man, a shopkeeper in my 
parish, of anxious and tender conscience, was in 
painfiil apprehension respecting his own spiritual 
condition, and nothing which I could §ay to him 
seemed to quiet his mind. His great desire was to 
know whether he was in a state of grace, and I 
could neither convince him that he was so by 
appealing to his baptismal election, nor could I 
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prevail with him to improve his condition by having 
riecourse to the other Sacrament. He said for this 
latter he did not feel himself to be suflSciently g'ood. 
But when I ascertained that he had never been 
confirmed, I set him to work to prepare for the 
ordinance ; and I at once saw that, in doing this, he 
had found an object to which his wondering thoughts 
could attach themselves with satisfaction, and which 
gave him immediate ease. He devoted himself to 
the necessary preparation with great diligence, and 
ever since his Confirmation, which happened two 
years since, he has been a regular communicant, 
and, in all other respects, steady at his religious 
duties, and altogether relieved from his uncom- 
fortable misgivings. He has since told me that he 
believed Confirmation had been to him the turning paint 
in his spiritual lifeP 

"I always feel," the Bishop rejoined, "that ac- 
cording to the theory of the Church, Confirmation is 
the occasion on which comes the release from 
spiritual apprenticeship, and individual responsibility 
commences ; and, that in many instances of its 
administration, there may be an appreciation and 
earnestness in the recipients of which at the time no 
special trace appears." 



MES. VIRGINIA HOFFMAN 



** And eyexmore when tune is gone. 
And earth has passed away, 
The tide of praise shall still flow on. 
Begun this Easter Bay." 

Rby. Ij. Tuttdrt. 



Another picture of saintly virtues comes to us oyer 
the far Atlantic waves, and one well calculated to 
deepen our thankfulness to God for the diffusion of 
His gifts in the faithful use of Apostolic ordinances. 
It is that variety of scene, of time, of place, as 
exhibited in the first preaching of the Gospel, which 
displays its saving power and adds new lustre to its 
Divine purposes. 

Mrs. Virginia Hofl&nan, whose interesting history 
forms another bright example of self-sacrificing devo- 
tion, was bom in Glastonbury, Connecticut, in 1832. 
At the early age of seven years she lost her mother, 
a woman of great excellence and humble piety, to 
whose godly training she gave the following testi- 
mony : — 

" You ask me to tell you more of my mother. I 
can tell yon but little, as I was so very yoimg when 
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she died. My first recollection of the home of my 
childhood is being csdled to sit by my mother while 
she read and prayed with us. I was too young to 
prize it then, but the remembrance of it is yery 
sweet. I have no doubt that it is due to her prayers 
that God led me thus early to love Him. She left 
me in His care upon her dying bed, and He has 
never left me. She would often tell us, when the 
storm was raging, that perhaps our father was in 
danger — ^perhaps even then the sea was rolling over 
him, and we should never see him more upon earth ; 
and then she would strengthen her own faith by 
bidding us kneel and offer up our prayers with hers. 
Her life was a sad one, but sorrow drew her nearer 
to God." 

At the age of eleven years, her father, a captain in 
the merchant service, was also taken away from her, 
and thus she and an elder sister became orphans. 
But, as in numberless other cases, so in this, God's 
merciftd care of orphans was signally marked, and 
under the gentle guiding hand of His Divine provi- 
dence, she soon had reason to discover a happy 
provision for her temporal necessities in her married 
sister's home, where she also became alive to those 
deeper things of God which alone can sustain and 
fill the soul. 

It was on a Sunday afternoon, in the year 1847, 
that her excellent biographer, the Rev. Dr. Cimimins, 
rector of St. Peter's, Baltimore, was invited to con- 
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verse with her on matters of religion. From what 
was said on this occasion, he felt every reason to 
believe that she was most deeply in earnest about 
her soul, and had already consciously embraced, with 
all her heart, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 

On that very evening there was to be a Confirma- 
tion at Christ Church, by Bishop Meade, and being 
encouraged to present herself then and there as a 
candidate, she embraced the opportunity with eager- 
ness and delight. On that night, when she was j ust 
fifteen years of age, surrounded by a great company 
of witnesses, she knelt before the venerable Bishop 
of the American Church, and in the fervour of an 
adopted child of God, consecrated her early life to 
Him for evermore. " It was no ordinary consecra- 
tion,'' says an eye-witness of the scene; " there was 
a strength and steadiness of purpose far beyond her 
years — it was the first step of a life wholly devoted 
to God:' 

The following interesting extracts from her 
journal cannot fail, from their happy tone, great 
earnestness and simplicity, to commend themselves 
to all who are like-minded with her, desiring, above 
all things, to live " a godly and a Christian life." 

^^ December 6th. 1847. — First Communion. — To- 
day, for the first time, I have received the Com- 
munion. K God spares my life another year, may 
I find that each day I have increased in holiness 
and in the love of God. May I never receive the 
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Communion unworthily; and may I each day 
become more like my Saviour, till in the end of life 
I be found perfect, 

" August Qthj 1848. — Communion Day, — ^I have 
never had like peace. I could almost feel that it 
was Jesus who broke the bread, and said, ^ Love one 
another.' 

" November Tth, 1848. — It is just a year ago, last 
Sunday, that I was confirmed. I shall always look 
back on that day as one of the happiest in my life. 
I was invited yesterday to join one of the devotional 
associations of our Church. I spent all yesterday 
morning in the vestry room of Christ Church, cutting 
out clothing for about thirty of the school children. 

'^ Februart/ 2\8t. — ^AsH Wednesday. — Help me to 
mortify my pride and selfishness. Let these be the 
two sins against which I must strive and pray. 

'^ February 25th. — First Sunday in Lent. — Do I 
love to read the Bible as much as during the last 
Lenten season? Do I pray oftener? Do I love 
public prayer ? Have I lowered the Gospel standard ? 
Do I call some sins small and others great P Have I 
ceased striving to be holy ? Do I think fasting to be 
of no use ? Let me take my besetting sin, pride, and 
mourn and pray over it. 

''March 19/A.— I wish, during the coming week, 
to live near to Gk)d, to note my faults as I commit 
them, and to try and crucify the flesh. Christ is my 
pattern. 
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" March 23rrf. — ^A morning walk. Passed Christ 
Church as the doors were opened, and the bells 
commenced tolling. I stood at the door for several 
minutes, as no one was there yet. It was a beautiful 
spring morning, and, as my eyes fell upon the 
chancel, I thought how many vows I had made there 
— (alas ! how unsatisfactorily kept) — ^how often 
within those walls had I been instructed, comforted, 
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and cheered ! How hallowed did every association 
with them seem! How I thought of the Church 
above ! How much more glorious ! Free from every 
sinful stain, and never ceasing to glorify Him who 
has redeemed them ! " 

On this very day, an Easter Sunday, just seven 
years after these words were penned, this devout and 
now purified member of the Church on earth, entered 
the brighter portals of the Paradise of God. Who 
shall estimate the value of those ever-inspiring 
echoes of a world unseen, which the return of Easter 
has evoked in hearts attuned to the melodies of their 
heavenly home ! 

''April Ist. — ^I have so arranged all my duties 
that I can devote nearly all my time next week 
(Passion Week) to reading and the services of the 
Church. 

''April Stt,— Passion Week. — This week has 
passed so pleasantly. I have spent almost all my 
time in reading, when I have not been in Church. 
I have, Urn morning, finished writing a harmony of 
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the sufferings of our Lord. I have been so happy- 
while doing it ! I have read and re-read these narra- 
tives, and still it seems that were I to spend my 
whole life, I should ever find something new. God's 
love to ud seemed to me so great, that I wonder that I 
could ever think anything too great to give up for 
Him.'^ 

The reader cannot fisdl to perceive that these 
extracts not only evince the constancy and fervour 
of true personal piety, and the devotion of a single- 
minded heart to the faith of Christ, but also her 
almost enthusiastic devotion to the established prin- 
ciples of our Church. Herein was her path of duty 
and of holiness, and she never swerved from it. It is 
God's method to enlarge the sphere of our usefulness 
when some work is allotted to us in the His vine- 
yard, the Church. In the present instance such an 
opportunity was speedily presented. At the age of 
eighteen. Miss Virginia Hale, the subject of this 
memoir, was married to the Rev. C. Hofl&nan, a zeal- 
ous missionary of the Episcopal Church of America, 
and shortly afterwards they proceeded to the scene 
of their mutual labours on the West Coast of 
Africa. 

"From her first arrival," says her biographer, 
" Mrs. Hoffman seems to have been deeply impressed 
with the natural beauty of the country. The dark, 
rich, and dense foliage of the tropics ; the clustering 
vines, gracefully festooning the trees ; the lofty cocoa 



67 

and paJm trees; the groves of the sweet-scented 
orange ; the variety of strange and many-coloured 
flowers, all combined to form a panorama of ever- 
changing beauty." 

Whilst thus enjoying the bright spectacles of 
nature's grandeur in a foreign clime, and with health 
as yet fresh and buoyant, she gives utterance to her 
feelings in the following words : — 

" June 5th. — Gtod has made this land very lovely. 
Sometimes, when walking on the sea shore, we have 
sat down, and watched the sun setting behind the 
hills, casting on the rich foliage of the hill-tops its 
mild rays, giving a parting blessing to the beautiful 
cocoa-nut trees which shade our home, then sinking, 
and leaving all dark. 

" I have looked over this lovely scene, and the 
thought arose — alas ! this people love not Him who 
has made their home almost an Eden ! How like 
nothing seemed our himible eflforts ! Then I remem- 
bered the words of the Psalmist, ^ Be sUllj and know 
that I am God.^ 

" Though in the natural world the sun rises here 
without warning, and sets leaving no trace, yet not 
so will the Sun of Righteousness arise; and, I 
believe^ over our home the light is gathering that 
tells of His coming. I am not yet performing 
missionary duties, yet prayer is left me, and the 
relieving my husband from the many secular duties, 
that he may go and preach the Word of our God." 



S8 

But it is interesting to observe how this single^ 
minded Christian, amid so many engrossing scenes 
of iiseAilness, still cherishes the remembrance of her 
Confirmation day. 

" November 6tt. — ^It is just four years since I was 
confirmed. I can look back and say, with my whole 
heart, 

"*0h! happy day, that stay%l my choice, 
On Thee, my Saviour, and my God.' 

" I feel now more need of working out my own 
salvation with fear and trembling, and that Christ 
must be my all. My Bible is more precious. I feel 
that I need a meek and quiet spirit, and more 
love to Jesus." 

Whilst various eflforts were being made for the 
conversion of the natives of Cavalla, Bishop Payne, 
of the American Episcopal Church, came among the 
little band of missionaries, and Confirmation was 
administered for the first time on Christmas Day. A 
coloured man read the service, and the Bishop 
preached. " We trust," says Mrs. HofiEman, " that 
this service will tend to attach our members more to 
the Church, fw: very few of them were brought up 
in it." All readers of these words may well be 
encouraged to promote the increase of missionaries 
in foreign lands, when they see how the same 
Apostolic ordinances are administered in their 
integrity, wherever men are converted to God, and 
2?aye been taught to join in the hallowed devotions 
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of our beautiful Liturgy. The following anecdote 
may suggest a further rea-son, well worthy of being 
remembered : — " At the usual missionary meeting 
at the station, the native Christians agreed to assist 
in the support of Gr. W. Hutchings, a native youth 
from Rocktown, to live among his own people, and 
teach them the Gospel. One youth, a school-boy, 
not receiving any salary, went to the bush and 
gathered a bundle of rattans, which he split and 
offered for sale, and gave the proceeds to the work 
of God. And a poor blind boy, who received but; 
jsix shillings a month, wanted to contribute a portion 
for the spread of the Gospel." 

Time passed on, and, at the close of the year 
1853, Mrs. Hoffman's health began to fail, and it 
was arranged that she should return to America 
with her husband. The change appeared to produce 
salutary effects, but not of an enduring character. 
Mr. Hoffman, having spent this interval in bringing 
the claims of Africa before several congregations of 
American Churchmen, now set his face again to- 
ward the scene of so many self-denying labours- 
labours, however, which were soon to be intensified 
by the sudden departure, first of his only child, and 
then of his beloved wife. 

" It was now," in the words of her biographer, 
^^ the season of Lent, a time which had been ever 
very dear to her since she first consecrated herself to 
Christ. It was the period, when in her home, she 
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Was accustomed to look for a special blessing on the 
Church, and upon her own soul ; and in Africa its 
teturn was ever greeted with joy. Though confined 
to a sick bed, she was not without spiritual comforts. 
The Word of Grod was more than ever precious to 
her heart, and, in the quiet of her own chamber, 
she enjoyed fellowship with the Father, and with 
His Son Jesus Christ.'' 

The last summons came on the morning of Easter 
l)ay, when, having prayed, ''Even sOy come Lord 
JestiSj^^ she passed away, in the sure and certain 
hope of the resurrection to eternal life, in the twenty- 
fourth year of her age. On the following morning 
the funeral ceremony was performed by the Bishop 
himself. Eight natives, with white clothes, carried 
her body to the burial ; behind them came the 
orphan children whom she had cared for, and 
then friends and mission scholars completed the sor- 
rowing train. At length a resting place was found, 
in that far-off benighted land, in which Bishop 
Mackenzie, Bishop Armstrong, and many other 
devoted labourers, await the dawning light of the 
last Easter's unchanging day. 



THE PRINCE ALBERT AND 
KING KAMEHAMEHA IV. 



** His real streng^ lay most of all in his character, or in that which re« 
Btilted from will and deliberate choice, springing out of a nature singularly 
pure, by God's grace, from childhood.'' — Uarlp Tears of the Prince Oonsort. 



As CoNFiBMATiON is of Apostolic Origin, it is interest- 
ing to trace its blessings among all ranks and 
conditions of social life, from the lowest to the 
highest. In om* own age, a livelier example can 
scarcely be afforded than that which is presented to 
us in the interesting biographies of the Prince Con- 
sort and of Kamehameha IV., King of the Sandwich 
Islands. 

The Prince Albert was confirmed at Coburg, on 
Palm Sunday, 1835, when he was about sixteen 
years of age. Particular mention is made of "the 
earnestness with which he prepared himself for the^ 
solemn ceremony, and of the deep feeling of religion 
with which he engaged in it." Those feelings wer^ 
not simply the effects of natural emotion consequent 
upon a season of excitement, but were the genuine 
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expression of the Divine favour. It is God alone 
that worketh in us, to will and to do. And it is 
emphatically stated that the profession which the Prince 
made in his Confirmation he held fast for life. ^* His 
faith was essentially one of the hearty a real and living 
faithj giving a colour to his whole lifeP 

^' The whole service was performed by Dr. 
Genzler, in the most solemn manner, and it produced 
in all present the feeling of humility and thankful- 
ness towards God." 

Many a striking witness to the Divine blessing in 
" the laying on of hands," is afforded in our mis- 
sionary annals, but in none with more inspiriting 
freshness of detail than those which record the 
history of the good Eang Kamehameha IV., and 
Queen Emma. 

For some weeks the King and Queen were under 
preparation and instruction for Confirmation. The 
day at length was fixed, and the following bright 
description is given of this memorable incident by 
one of the clergymen engaged in the service : — 

^^ The hour fixed for the ceremony was half-past 
ten o'clock, but long before that time the temporary 
Cathedral was besieged by hundreds, anxious to gain 
admittance. One-third of the church was reserved 
for members of the court, house of nobles, consular 
body, another for the regular congregation, and the 
rest for the native population. Presently, at half- 
past ten, the procession entered the church, consisting* 
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of the choir of native Hawaiians, boys and men in 
surplices, and the Bishop and the clergy. At the 
same moment the sounds of the national anthem 
announced the approach of the King and Queen ; 
and the Bishop, attended by the Rev. G. Mason, 
received their Majesties at the door. Here the King 
and Queen knelt down, having begged the Bishop to 
give them his blessing. 

'' The Bishop having put the usual question, the 
King and Queen replied in a clear, audible voice, 
^ I DO.' All kneeling, the Bishop said the prayers. 
The congregation was then called upon to spend 
a few moments in silent prayer on behalf of those to 
be confirmed. The request was responded to in 
oarnest. Those few moments were indeed silent and 
solemn. The congregation then rose and sang the 
^ Veni Creator.^ 

^^The natives seemed to enter into everything, 
and many shed tears of joy and thankfulness when 
they beheld their beloved Sovereign and Consort 
kneeling before the altar, and under the consecrating 
hands of their Bishop. One elderly chief remarked 
that, ^ if a man did not know English, or even if h6 
were quite deaf, still he might understand all that 
was passing before him from what he saw.' " 

It is not easy to enumerate the many works of 
piety, testifying to the grace of God, in which these 
illustrious persons were engaged. Their lives were 
consecrated to the service of God ; they were warm 
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in their attachment to the Church, and literally were 
the words fixlfilled — ^^ Kings shall be thy nursing 
fathers, and their queens thy nursing mothers." 

An. association of Hawaiian communicants was 
formed on the following plan : — 

1 . To make known the principles of the Church 
of England. 

2. To teach the people in Sunday schools. 

3. To distribute tracts. 

4. To read portions of the King's Prayer Book to 
the natives. 

5. To look out candidates for Confirmation. 
Truly, such determined efforts to bring home to 

the convictions of men the great blessings of our 
pure faith are worthy of all imitation ! Often were 
the King and Queen seen standing side by side at 
the font to answer for little children at their Baptism. 
No one could love our services more devotedly, or 
attend them more frequently. 

On Sunday, November the 22nd, 1863, the good 
King Kamehameha attended church for the last 
time. On this occasion the service was at half-past 
six in the evening, and the clergyman was much 
struck with the earnest and devout manner in which 
he joined in the responses of the native Litany. 

The summons to depart came very suddenly, and 
filled all with grief and concern. His interest in his 
people's welfare had been most real. His allegiance 
to the King of kings, as shown in repeated instances, 
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y^as most inspiriting : his love to the Divine Master 
was evidenced by a life of benevolence. Having 
enjoyed so many privileges in the fold of the Church 
of England, he had eargerly striven to make known 
to others what God had done for his soul. He had 
even been planning a visit to England in their 
behalf '' I want to go myself," he had said, ^^ as a 
member of the Anglican Church, to ask my fellow 
Churchmen to aid me in saving my own poor 
people.'' ^ 

He died as he had lived, and no one who reads 
these very limited details can fail to recognize those 
fruits of the Holy Spirit which enabled him, with all 
his influence and might, to adorn the truth he loved 
so well. 
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The Sandwich Islands." 



A SCENE IN THE ISLE OF WIGHT, 

THE PEINOE LEOPOLD. 



"Our life is but a fading dawn; 

Its glorious noon how quickly past: 
Lead us, Christ, when all is gone, 

Safe home at last." 



It is confessedly one of the happiest features of the 
present age that the work of the Church of God has 
ever received the warm and consistent encourage- 
ment of our illustrious Queen. In all parts of the 
world her name is associated with the religion 
she professes. The coin of the realm bears the 
impress of — ^Defender of the Faith.' And more 
than this, she has expressed her own deep sense 
of the value of a national religion, and left it on 
record that our greatness and happiness as a nation 
depend not upon the extent of our commerce, but 
upon the knowledge of the true God, and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 

In the year 1849, the Queen and the Prince Albert 
returned the following answer to Sagbua and other 
chiefe of Abbeokuta, in Africa, who in their address 
had said : — 
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'^ We have seen your servants, the missionaries, 
whom you have sent to us in this country. What 
they have done is agreeable to us. They have built 
a house of God. They have taught the people 

the Word of God, and our children besides 

We want also those who will teach our children 
mechanical arts, agriculture, and how things are' 
prepared — as tobacco, rum, and sugar.'' 

The reply : — ^^ The Queen and people of England 
are very glad to know that Sagbua and the chiefs 
think as they do upon this subject of commerce. 
But commerce alone will not make a nation great 
and happy, like england. england has become great 
and happy by the knowledge of the true god and 
Jesus Christ. The Queen is therefore glad to hear 
that Sagbua and the chiefs have so kindly received 
the missionaries, who carry with them, the Word of 
God, and that so many of the people are so willing 
to hear it. 

" In order to show how much the Queen values 
God's Word, she sends with this, as a present to 
Sagbua, a copy of this Word in two languages — one 
the Arabic, the other the English." 

The Bibles were handsomely bound in red mo- 
rocco ; and Prince Albert added the valuable present 
of a steel mill for the grinding of their Indian com. 

K such solicitude for a distant tribe of native 
Africans may well add lustre and freshness to the 
annals of missionary enterprize, the following tale 
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of Confirmation, which took place at a time when 
the chaatening hand of God had been so notabl^r 
acknowledged, may tend to illustrate the secret* 
workings of the grace of God, and at the same 
lime to exhibit that Christian brotherhood which all 
the members of the Chiurch enjoy in those familiar 
services, in which there are the same words of hal- 
lowed prayer for the prince and for the peasant, and 
the same Apostolic form of time-honom*ed blessing ! 

During the month of February, in the year 1869, 
just twenty years after the sending of the Bible 
above mentioned, a well-known church in the Isle of 
Wight was the scene of the Confirmation of His 
Royal Highness Prince Leopold, the youngest son of 
the Queen. The interior of the church presented a 
very Kvely appearance, being garnished with the 
tokens of the; late Christmas festival. The chancel 
waa decorated mth ivy and lauxestina, interspersed 
with red and white camelias. The pillars of the 
church were twined with laurel, the capitals encircled 
with ivy, and the bases tastefiiUy adorned with snow- 
drops, camelias, and fern leaves. 

A large congregation had come to witness and (as 
we may presume) to take part in the interesting 
service. As soon as the Queen entered, the whole 
congregation rose. The usual service was commenced^ 
and the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Tait, delivered 
a very impressive charge. After reminding the Prince 
Leopold of the solemnity of the rite which was about 
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to be administered, he besought him to seek daily the 
help of God in earnest prayer, that so he might make 
good those vows of his Baptism, and those professions 
of faith in his Saviour, -which he that day was to ratify 
and confirm. The Primate then made a touching 
allusion to the severe illness through which the Prince 
had recently passed, and urged him to evidence his 
gratitude to God by living a consistent and holy life. 
*^Let him endeavour," the Archbishop said, "to 
leaven English society with good principles, so that 
he might early take the place which his honoured 
and lamented father had filled, and live to lighten 
the cares, as age might make them burdensome, to 
his beloved and illustrious mother." 

Then the utmost stillness and solemnity seemed 
apparent throughout the church. Doubtless, many a 
prayer was breathed for the outpouring of the blessed 
Spirit, without whose gracious anointing no work or 
word of man is of any avail. 

The hands were laid upon the Prince's head, and 
after the prayer for the increase of the Holy Spirit, 
the following beautiful hymn was sung to music com- 
posed by the late Prince Consort : — 

" Happy saint ! that free from liarms, 
Bests \7ithin liis Shepherd's arms ; 
Who his quiet shall molest ? 
Who shall violate his rest ? 
Jesus doth his spirit bear, 
Jesus takes his every care ; 
He who found the wandering sheep, 
Jesus still delights to keep. 
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** Oh that I might so believe, 
Steadfastly to Jesus cleave, 
On His only love rely, 
Smile at the destroyer nigh ; 
Free from sin and servile fear. 
Have my Jesus ever near ; 
All His care rejoice to prove, 
And His paradise of love. 

*' Jesus seek Thy wand'ring sheep, 
Bring me back, and lead and keep ; 
Take on Thee my every care, 
Bear me on Thy bosom, bear ; 
Let me know my Shepherd's voice. 
More and more in Thee rejoice ; 
More and more of Thee receive, 
Ever in Thy Spirit live. 

" Live till all Thy life I know. 
Perfect, through my Lord, below ; 
Gladly then from earth remove, 
Gathered to the fold above ; 
Oh that I at last may stand 
With the sheep at Thy right hand ; 
Take the crown so freely given. 
Enter in by Thee to heaven." 



With these words we conclude : — ^It cannot be known until 
the Great Day how many life-long blessings have been 
received, how many souls have been brought near to God, in 
the rite of Confirmation. If any hearts have been touched in 
reading these simple but imperfect annals of the grace of 
God — ^if any prejudices have been dissipated — if any desires 
to serve God better in the future have been stimulated — ^if 
any deeper conviction of the blessedness of bringing others to 
Christ has been imparted — may such good impressions con- 
tinue to bear the stamp of the true, the faithful, and the 
good, by being " firm and steadfast unto the end." 
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